its onset to strain in washing the floor, but she had washed that floor occasionally before. Labour pains began on a Saturday evening between four and five, and the waters broke at six. After this, the pains stopped; she slept during the night, and got up and did the house-work on Sunday. Pains I tried first to pass the crochet of Pajot's instrument round the neck, but it was impossible to hook the leaden ball round; and even had I succeeded, it would have been impossible to decapitate with it, as from the position of the neck the cord would have slipped down over the shoulders. Braun's hook failed for the same reason, that one could not get at the narrow part of the neck. I succeeded with Ramsbothain's instrument, which, however, only cut the head half off on the first application, and had to be reapplied to separate it entirely. I passed the hook round the neck from the left side of the mother?over the left shoulder of the foetus as well, as it turned out?and with some difficulty cut through the tissue. I felt that the instrument was not coming clean out, but was becoming deeper buried in the tissues of the foetus, cutting down obliquely towards the right axilla, as the specimen shows. So I pushed the point back to get it to come clear round the skin, and without difficulty completed the decapitation. The reason for iny having to do this will be evident if you look at the preparation ; the instrument has gone through the shoulders, where it was too broad to cut through in one section. The trunk was easily extracted by the left arm, and the head of the foetus delivered by supra-pubic pressure. The uterus was carefully washed out, and the mother made an uninterrupted recovery.
Examination of the foetus shows that the line of section begins above the left shoulder, passes through between the first and second dorsal vertebrae, and through the second and third ribs on the right side, passing down below the right axilla, so that the right arm is almost severed from the trunk. In the thorax, the right pleural cavity is cut into.
This case shows, therefore, how efficient the sharp hook is, and that it can be used where division with a piece of whipcord or the blunt hook is out of the question. The danger of its cutting the soft parts of the mother has, I think, been exaggerated; and my experience in this case leads me to prefer Ramsbotham's hook to either of the other mentioned instruments.
It differs from Schultze's model in that the hook is more arched, but this is not a disadvantage.
As to the position of the foetus, the section shows that although the left arm presented, the right shoulder was on a lower level than the left. The neck of the foetus was, as already said, lying above the oblique, not the transverse diameter, and the head was thrown back on the shoulders.
